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Minutes of the November, 2012 Chapter 315 Meeting
EAA meeting for November 5th, 2012 was cancelled due to something called
“Hurricane Sandy” (the airport had no power). Instead we met the following Monday, November 12th.
The meeting was called to order at 7:40PM when President Bob Lorber
called for the acceptance of the minutes of the last meeting. A motion
for approval was made by George Cowling and seconded by Dave Dubeck and
approved by all present.
The treasury contains a total of $1260.22 per Treasurer Tom Goeddel.

•

Young Eagles Day was a Very Good one, a total of 63 young people were
given rides. Thank you to every person who helped make the day a success. 63 is a record for EAA 315.

•

Here at Old Bridge the VASI lights are up and running and a security
camera to watch then has been installed.

•

Eagles Nest Airport was used as a staging area for Sandy relief efforts. There now 18 hangars up and filled at Eagles Nest.

•

Sandy Airport damage:
• Allaire Airport sustained no major damage.
• Lakewood Airport was closed during the storm.
• Central Jersey had some tiedowns pulled out.
• Old Bridge had one plane damaged.
• Pearl Acres had one damaged hangar.
• A hangar collapsed at Sky Manor damaging several aircraft.

•

The airport in Massey, Md. Will hold their annual Fly-in on Dec.2. It
is a phenomenal event as reported by those who have attended, well
worth-while. Lots of airplanes, friendly people, lots of food (a
pot-luck affair, the best kind). But no av-gas on the field (see
http://www.masseyaero.org for details)

The 50/50 netted $11.00 for Frank Fine.

way to go.

The business meeting was adjourned, we then watched a film about the P47 Thunderbolt in the WW-II air battles over Italy and Corsica.
Next meeting will be 3 Dec.'12, 7:30 pm, in the office at Old Bridge
Airport.
Jane Finton, Secretary
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Some good press about general aviation in our Asbury Park Press.
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TWENTY YEARS AGO IN SPORT AVIATION

As usual, the December 1992 issue of Sport Aviation was largely devoted to finishing up coverage of Oshkosh ’92 with articles about the Warbirds, Rotorcraft, and Ultralights from the Convention Fly-In. The cover featured the T-28 Trojan owned by John Morgan that won Grand Champion Warbird. John had taken a demo ride in
the plane in 1989, and bought on the spot, even though the engine quit on downwind and an emergency landing
was necessary. The plane was torn down to the basic airframe and then rebuilt piece by piece to be original as
possible. And yes, the engine was overhauled, and has been dead reliable ever since. It was then finished in the
markings that it wore while serving in VT-22 at Navy Corpus Christie from 1979 to 1980. Subsequently John acquired a 10,000 square foot hangar at Rockford, IL and started a company called Pride Aircraft to do warbird restorations and to restore and maintain T-28 aircraft.
Jim Kern brought the prototype of his 2/3 size Mustang built by Fighter Escort Wings (FEW). Jim emphasized that it was not “scaled down” because you cannot really perfectly scale down a larger plane due to limitations of the engine and cockpit size. The prototype was powered by an aluminum block V-8 with a 1.67 to 1 gear
reduction unit provided by George Morse Auto Aviation that displaced 266 cu. In. and produced 250 hp at 4,300
engine rpm. Jim said that FEW would recommend that builders use an aluminum block 300 cu. In. Chevy V-6 built
up to produce 275 hp at engine 4,500 rpm using a 2.28 to 1 reduction unit. He did not provide any performance
numbers with either engine. The airframe was all composite consisting of about 200 pre-molded parts. The airfoil
was not the original P-51 airfoil, but custom designed by the master, John Roncz, for the weight and speed range
of the look-alike Mustang. I don’t remember any of these planes being completed by builders, but they may be
out there.
H.G. Frautschy contributed an article describing the “Aerodrome 92” fly-In of World War I era aircraft held
at Guntersville, Alabama Labor Day Weekend in 1992. In attendance were several Fokker Dr.1 Triplanes, Sopwith
Camels, SE-5s and even a Pfalz D.III built for the movie “The Blue Max”. Fred Ryder, who collected WWI aircraft,
made the Fly-In a reality, hoped that it would be an annual event.
Texan Dick Cavin visited the Fort Worth facility of the Texas Airplane Factory that was in the middle of
building authentic flying replicas of the Navy’s last biplane fighter, the Grumman F-3F. Doug Champlin wanted an
F-3F for his Champlin Fighter Museum in Mesa, AZ, and bought the wreckage of a flight of three F-3F’s that had
flown into a mountain in Hawaii. As it turned out the wrecks were only good for patterns, but he was able to obtain a full set of factory drawings from Grumman. After getting commitments from 3 other museums, he arranged for the Texas Airplane Factory to construct them. Knowledgeable readers will know that the last remaining F-3F is the famous orange Gulfhawk II that was flown by Al Williams in the 1930’s and ‘40’s and is now in the
collection of the National Air & Space Museum. By the way, the NASM also has the Curtiss Gulfhawk I flown by Al
in the 1920’s. Dick reported that when the 4 F-3F replicas were completed, five, or perhaps more, ME-262 jet
fighters were on the schedule.
David Gustafson provided a description of the Rotorway Exec built by Bill Meyer that won the Grand
Champion Rotorcraft award. While in the Navy Bill had flown RC helicopters, and so when he went for his first
hour of dual in a Bell Jet Ranger, he was able to do takeoffs, landings, and hovering within the first 45 minutes. He
immediately decided that he needed a helicopter, and after researching the factory built models on the market,
decided to build the Exec. He made hundreds of small and large changes to the design as he went along, many of
which Rotorway incorporated into the improved Exec 90 model. Dave’s attention to detail meant that he often
built two or three of each part before he was satisfied enough that he could install it on his machine.
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Mary Jones filled us in on the activities at the ultralight field at Oshkosh. She described the Kolb
Twin-Star Mark III owned by Dan Bauman that won the Grand Champion Light Plane award, and the Klob
UltraStar owned by K.Z. Zigaitis that won Grand Champion Ultralight. Norm Peterson visited the Brennand
Seaplane base and summarized the activities among the seaplane pilots. He described the DeHavilland Beaver on floats that won Best Amphibian award, as well as the Noorduyn Norseman MK V on floats that is the
only one registered in the US. Lots of photos of Warbirds and Ultralights were provided, as well as coverage
of the Northwest EAA Fly-In ’92 held at Arlington, Washington, the Mid-Eastern Regional Fly-In at Marion
Municipal Airport in Marion, Ohio, the Rocky Mountain Fly-In at 1992 Greely, Colorado, and the 1992 North
Central Old Fashioned EAA Fly-In at Rock Falls, Illinois.
In “Hints For Homebuilders” Andrew Bittinger described how to make a spark plug vibrator cleaning
tool from an electric engraver. Harry Riblett explained how to properly draw an airfoil from coordinates
provided by a catalog of airfoil tables. And Tony discussed some exhaust system notes.
Bob Hartmaier
EAA 78889

Sandy Damage at local Airports

Airplane
flipped over at
Central Jersey

Collapsed hangar
at Sky Manor.
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